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Turning the tide, Odisha’s tribal students quletly gain admission to leading medical colleges

[GS Papwer IV: Dedication, Courage, Hard Work ]

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

Securing admission to a
medical college in India
has, arguably, never been
harder. A surge in student
suicides, driven by the
pressure to crack the Na-
tional Eligibility-cum-En-
trance Test (NEET); a
string of allegedly leaked
question papers; and pa-
rents’ clamour to secure a
seat for their children by
hook or by crook have cast
a considerable pall over
scores of candidates’
prospects.

But a rising trend
emerging from Odisha’s re-
mote Kandhamal district
depicts a stark contrast:
here, tribal students, rang-
ing from a goat-herder to a
patient of spinal deformity,
have overcome both gener-
ational and personal obsta-

cles to secure admission at
the State’s most prestigious
medical colleges.

Nineteen-year-old Kala-
kar Pradhan, a member of
the Kandh tribe, for in-
stance, put formal educa-
tion on hold after finishing
school and returned to
Saberanga, a village in
Kandhamal, where he
helped his parents by tend-
ing to cows and goats dur-
ing the day and dedicating
his nights to NEET prepa-
ration. Despite having no
role model to draw on, Ka-
lakar cracked the NEET
with a score of 450 marks
on his third attempt, and is
now a student at SCB Med-
ical College in Cuttack —
one of the oldest and most
prestigious colleges in east-
ern India.

“It feels incredible to
have come this far,” he
says, adding that the real

Conquering obstacles: Kalakar Pradhan, a tribal student who helps his parents by tending to their

goats and cows, cracked the NEET on his third attempt. BISWARANJAN ROUT

credit goes to his father,
who sent him to a residen-
tial school in Bhubanes-
war, over 250 km away,
when he was just six years
old.

“Over the past two
years, it was my determi-
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nation, with the help of the
internet, which helped me
achieve my goal.”

Restricted access

Securing admission to
medical colleges is no
small feat, especially given

what overwhelming trends
show: over 35.3% tribal
boys drop out of school by
the time they reach the se-
condary level, compared
t0 30.9% girls dropping out
at the same stage. At the
upper primary level, 9.8%

@PATRIOTICIAS

tribal boys leave school,
compared to a 7.7% rate for
girls.

Sanatan Pradhan, hail-
ing from the nearby village
of Tadimaha, boasts a suc-
cess story similar to that of
Kalakar’s. With his parents
unable to afford further
education following his
graduation from Khalikote
College in Behrampur, he
had no option but to pre-
pare for NEET from his re-
mote village.

Accessing the internet
meant three kilometres of
uphill trekking just to
download study material,
followed by another three-
kilometre trek all the way
down. Today, he is a stu-
dent at the MKCG Medical
College in Behrampur.

Sanatan will be joined at
his college by Linsa Prad-
han, 21, who despite a lo-
comotor disability persist-

ed in her attempts at
crackmg NEET after drop-
ping out of her graduation
course at a Bhubaneswar
college. It was only two
years ago that her village
received internet access,
and with the help of bor-
rowed books and online
mock tests, Linsa over-
came her circumstances to
pursue her dream.

New milestones
This year, Mangala Muduli
made history by becoming
the first person from the
Bonda tribe — a particular-
ly vulnerable tribal group
(PVTG) - to gain admission
to a medical college. The
Bondas, one of India’s ol-
dest tribes, lived in isola-
tion with minimal contact
with the rest of the world
up until a few decades ago.
Nineteen-year-old Na-
besh Sabar too broke

ground for the Lanjia Sou-
ra community, another
PVTG, by becoming the
first from his tribe to enter
the world of medical edu-
cation. He is set to study at
VSS Medical College in
Burla.

In Gajapati district, Nira
Mallick also cleared the
NEET under difficult cir-
cumstances, having lost his
father early on, with his
brother having no choice
but to work as a migrant
labourer.

The success stories fol-
low, in particular, after that
of Krushnachandra Ataka’s
— the 33-year-old labourer
from Rayagada who re-
turned to education last
year after a 15-year-gap.

He now studies at Sa-
heed Rendo Majhi Medical
College and Hospital in
Bhawanipatna, Kalahandi
district.
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Turning the tide, Odisha’s tribal students quietly gain
admission to leading medical colleges

e F R smEl A guaT yHE ARFT Fowl
H gar e =

Securing admission to a medical college in India

AR H ATTHA Fiotsr A YA Tod FHIAT

Securing admission to a medical college in India has, arguably, never been harder.
T & AfZH PiosT A YA UTCT T ATIS, Tgol HIY ST ShideT TeT 8T &

A surge in student suicides, driven by the pressure to crack the National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test (NEET); a string of allegedly leaked question papers; and parents’
clamour to secure a seat for their children by hook or by crook have cast a considerable
pall over scores of candidates’ prospects.

STEl Y AT H Jef&, TSET qTHAT-Hg-9aer GaTT (NEET) U hiet &7 ealld, Hidc
Wﬂ?ﬁ%g@qeﬂtﬁrﬁ{&m, 3R st o e ot 8t g1er & die griaTa s &1 Arar-
T fir gls ¥ 3Feigar’ & ATasT IR G THIT STl 2 |

But a rising trend emerging from Odisha’s remote Kandhamal district depicts a stark
contrast: here, tribal students, ranging from a goat-herder to a patient of spinal deformity,
have overcome both generational and personal obstacles to secure admission at the
State’s most prestigious medical colleges.

et AT & GG F FUAT forel A 39 T8T Teh FaT g3 ST T U WG

TR o ST el §: e, T ardl o1, St Ueh dehiRAT Uelel dTel I ol {1 & ggaT
# i & Afer a8, o Nt 3R safFaera Fioamsal 1 o) a2 T & wad gfafted
ATSHe Pleloll 7 TALT I RaT B

Kalakar Pradhan's Story
FATHR T Y Fglel!
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Nineteen-year-old Kalakar Pradhan, a member of the Kandh tribe, put formal
education on hold after finishing school and returned to Saberanga, a village in
Kandhamal, where he helped his parents by tending to cows and goats during the day
and dedicating his nights to NEET preparation.

19 Tty FEATHR TUTA, ST HY FASAI h T 8, A Tohel TcH oA & a6 Jirorien fram
FI TUTAT T AT ATHF T Alchi 9 ATAT-TIAT dhl Acg T, et & Foiar 31K ot
Fr 2@HTT Y 3T TT H NEET &Y =Y & 37977 9577 gATT fHam|
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Despite having no role model to draw on, Kalakar cracked the NEET with a score of
450 marks on his third attempt, and is now a student at SCB Medical College in
Cuttack — one of the oldest and most prestigious colleges in eastern India.

IS MG ATS 7 glel & TMAo[G, FATHR A AEL a TATH 7 450 3% & T NEET 91
fora 31 319 a5 Few & SCB AT Fictsr 7 ©F §, o & HRT F T8 Wit 3R
yfafSsa Fiasil 7 8 T 5|

Kalakar credits his success to his father, who sent him to a residential school in
Bhubaneswar, over 250 km away, when he was just six years old.

ATRR AT THAT T AT 3= AT I S 8, TSeglel 3¢ $[aaieay & Ueh MaTEg Tohel
& AT, SiY 250 foredT & 3718k g T, ST a8 haol B8 ATl & U |

“Over the past two years, it was my determination, with the help of the internet, which
helped me achieve my goal.”

‘el ar adt 7, A8 gg fser, 31K $exeie &1 Aeg o {S 3T & JIed et 7 Feg Hl”

Restricted Access and Challenges
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Securing admission to medical colleges is no small feat, especially given overwhelming
trends: over 35.3% tribal boys drop out of school by the time they reach the secondary
level, compared to 30.9% girls dropping out at the same stage.

AfShel Plelal H TAN TS HIEAT Pl DIEN ST LT &, FIAT T & 37 AT A G@A g
35.3%Hﬁaﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁgaﬁgma‘m‘qﬁ$m<aﬁwgua g, FafF WM TR W
30.9% w3fHAT Fhel BIF &l B

At the upper primary level, 9.8% tribal boys leave school, compared to a 7.7% rate for
girls.

3 IS TR W, 9.8% IHTfeardll a5 Thel OIS & 8, Siafh oisfohal #1ex 7.7% B
Sanatan Pradhan's Story

AlAdT TUTT T F@Telt

Sanatan Pradhan, from the nearby village of Tadimaha, boasts a success story similar
to that of Kalakar.

HTeTdeT THTT, ST TAIATET 31T ¥ &, 3eTchl AtholdT Shl shglell FATHFR hT e ¢l

With his parents unable to afford further education, Sanatan prepared for NEET from his
remote village, accessing the internet by trekking three kilometers uphill just to
download study material.

Hfeh 38 ATT-TAT MY T RAGT o T 35T 7 3HAY A, WieldeT o 391 GIersl & g
NEET &Y &t $1, 31K 3reaaer araal s3aais e & e dier frateie Y a8 9¢

$eXAT T TET TS|
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Today, he is a student at MKCG Medical College in Behrampur.
37T I8 FFUHGR & MKCG Afdwa Flasr H o £ |

Sanatan will be joined at his college by Linsa Pradhan, 21, who despite a locomotor
disability persisted in her attempts at cracking NEET after dropping out of her
graduation course at a Bhubaneswar college.

ATeTarer 1 ATl foAT v, 21, St arfer fyewrererar & sras(g NEET 98 &t # o9l T, 3R
3AIRER o Shictol H 3HUsT F=ATcTeh I BISA o ST o 3T JIrE SIRY @

It was only two years ago that her village received internet access, and with the help of
borrowed books and online mock tests, Linsa overcame her circumstances to
pursue her dream.

wmﬁmmmmmmﬁwaﬁr@mzﬁ,sﬁimﬁrﬁmm
JiieTeTget Al TFeH I A A, foar o aroeit aRfEufaat #r o v 3ik 3oa qust & g
|

New Milestones

1S HieT F e
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This year, Mangala Muduli made history by becoming the first person from the Bonda
tribe — a particularly vulnerable tribal group (PVTG) — to gain admission to a medical
college.

58 ay, Herelt Agelt o sfaera Tar 3R Sisr Serenfa — U AT &9 @ HAGR nfeareh
THE (PVTG) — & Ugdl eTfdd & &9 H AfSeher dlelat & waer wred |

The Bondas, one of India’s oldest tribes, lived in isolation with minimal contact with the
rest of the world up until a few decades ago.

<iST STTSITTA, ST $TR Sl TG QRaAT STASITAl 7 & Teh 8, 5 axlehl Igel deh goiar &
TTTH HISh H 3TelaT-UoTT Tgal AT |
Nineteen-year-old Nabesh Sabar broke ground for the Lanjia Soura community,

another PVTG, by becoming the first from his tribe to enter the world of medical
education.

19 gty FAaer GraT 7 diferdr @ serenfa & T U 731 TEdr @rer, 5 ek 3R PVTG &,

3R g 39eT STetatticl & AfSeher RAGT T gfram H Fder e aTel Tgel e ool |
He is set to study at VSS Medical College in Burla.
a6 oIt & VSS AfSFHA Ficker 7 3eTTT e & AT IR |

In Gajapati district, Nira Mallick also cleared the NEET under difficult circumstances,
having lost his father early on, with his brother having no choice but to work as a migrant
labourer.

Terafa e 7, #RT A & o NEET sfser aRFufaat & ura fovan, 59 30gier 319er far
I STod! T T 3R 3oTeh H1S &l haol AIGY FXa T [deheT AT
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e The success stories follow, in particular, after that of Krushnachandra Ataka — the 33-
year-old labourer from Rayagada who returned to education last year after a 15-year-

gap.

T T FHEIAAT TIANT T { FE0Tag HEHT & 91 31 —i IS & 33 autar #faw &
3R fSegia 15 |Tel & a0 & a1, TSo ATl fAeTr 37 arodt $i|

e He now studies at Saheed Rendo Majhi Medical College and Hospital in
Bhawanipatna, Kalahandi district.

gg 319 saifaueaT, FUATT e & [Tua afee i 7l afzwa Fraer 3R sreaara
eI Y @ B

The kindest cuts

[GS Paper lil: Basic Science |
Q: Why doesn’t
cutting hair hurt?
A: Hair is made of
dead epithelial
cells strengthened
by a protein called
keratin. The
epidermis — the upper layer of the
skin — descends into the dermis,
the inner layer, to form
flask-shaped structures. These
structures, called hair follicles,
have a group of epithelial cells
that form a bulb.

Below this bulb is the hair
papilla, which consists of
connective tissues supplied richly
with blood vessels and connected
by nerves. This region supplies
nourishment to the hair’s root
cells.

The epidermal cells of the hair
root divide rapidly. As new cells
form, the old cells are pushed
upwards in the form of hair.

Beyond the bulb region, the cells
die and become horny with the
addition of keratin. As the dead
cells continue to add up rapidly in
the root, the shaft grows in length
and pierces through the epidermal
layer and projects out as hair. Hair
normally grows about 18 cm in a
year.

Thus the root is the only living
part of the hair. When hair above
the skin is cut, it doesn’t hurt. If
the hair is pulled out, the sensory
nerves in the hair papilla trigger a
pain sensation.

The root is the only living part of the hair. When hair
above the skin is cut, it doesn’t hurt. If the hair is pulled
out, the sensory nerves in the hair papilla trigger a pain
sensation GETTY IMAGES

2N

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

The kindest cuts

HaH AT Feld
Why doesn’t cutting hair hurt?
9T FIeA U &6 41 AT g1ar?

e Hair is made of dead epithelial cells
strengthened by a protein called keratin.

ST A eirdiferae st @ 9o g1d 8 oies
e ATHS T YIS § AT fhIT AT £

o The epidermis — the upper layer of the
skin — descends into the dermis, the inner
layer, to form flask-shaped structures.

e — caur i 398 R — sfAw A, 5
3R TRl 8, 3T T HTS & JTHR Y
HTHATT FoATelt &

e These structures, called hair follicles, have
a group of epithelial cells that form a bulb.

SoT GIIAT3 T arel i Foly ovgT 7 &, Fas
TTORTerRTel IR &1 Teh THE 81T & il Teh

god IATT &
e Below this bulb is the hair papilla, which

consists of connective tissues supplied richly with blood vessels and connected by
nerves.

$H Fodl & AT aTel IR gl 8, S WA Sas & et gl &, Toras JreX & # W&
aTfeehTC giclt € 3R g afetait garT St gich 2
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e This region supplies nourishment to the hair's root cells.
IE &1 STcl T T HIABIIAT Y GITOT YeTeT el &

e The epidermal cells of the hair root divide rapidly. As new cells form, the old cells are
pushed upwards in the form of hair.

T A 573 & TR FRETE Joh & RefIId arel 1 S9-31 78 FRE a3 E, weht
FITRABIT FUT I R el AT & 3R STell o T H TAhord

¢ Beyond the bulb region, the cells die and become horny with the addition of keratin.
Jod 819 & J1gY, HIAFIT F T § 3 IfeT & SNl F FOR & A1 &

e As the dead cells continue to add up rapidly in the root, the shaft grows in length and
pierces through the epidermal layer and projects out as hair.

SH-SH F PIRAHIT 373 F Aol & 3l el &, arer ¥ 4 ofars 7 Facdl & 3K vfvsaAe
TR ol IR e aT8T 1 30 aTel & ¥ & 33T 2
e Hair normally grows about 18 cm in a year.
T AT Teh a¥ & oerster 18 e g &
e Thus, the root is the only living part of the hair.
$H YR, 378 aTcT T UHATT Sifad REar g
¢ When hair above the skin is cut, it doesn’t hurt.
SIS T & SR ol F1 ST &, o g &6 7181 |

o If the hair is pulled out, the sensory nerves in the hair papilla trigger a pain

sensation.
g1 arel f&a 9 8, A arer 9fer 7 Py wadY 1T v & $Y 3epifar @ Scdest il
gl
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A panoramic view of the 2024 China-Africa summit

frica figures prominently in China’s

worldview and in the conduct of its

foreign policy in the 2Ist century.

During the past 24 years, the Forum on
China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) has emerged
as an all-encompassing and effective platform for
dialogue, interaction and planning between the
two sides. African countries, despite their
reservations and grievances, have found it useful
to enhance their proximity to China. Unlike the
previous decade, African governments and
institutions of multiple hues now find it
increasingly more comfortable to deal with their
Chinese counterparts. In this light, the outcomes
of the Ninth Ministerial Conference of FOCAC,
which just concluded in Beijing, merit a
dispassionate scrutiny.

As scholar George Yu noted in 1968, ‘studying
China in Africa is much like pursuing a dragon in
the bush. The dragon is imposing, but the bush is
dense’. In the latter half of the 20th century,
especially in its last decade, China laid the
foundations of a strong partnership with Africa.
This has blossomed during the FOCAC era which
began with the fifstsummit held in Beijing ifl
2000. Since then, a total of five conferences took
place in Beijing and one each in Ethiopia, Egypt,
South Africa, and Senegal. The Beijing summit
last week confirms China’s consistency and
steadfastness in pursuing its goals relating to
Africa. They are economic, political and strategic
in nature, reflecting Beijing’s long-held view that
Africa is vital to the world’s future — therefore, it
should be motivated to stand alongside China.

The main elements

A careful look at the 30-paragraph-long Beijing
Declaration of the latest summit reveals its key
elements.

First, the jointly negotiated document which
bears predominantly the stamp of Chinese
draftsmanship, has six sections, namely outlining
the high-level ‘China Africa Community with a
Shared Future’; fostering ‘synergy’ between
China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), AU’s
Agenda 2063 and the 2030 UN Agenda for
sustainable development; the Global
Development Initiative (GDI), the Global Security
Initiative (GSI) and the Global Civilization
Initiative (GCD); and spelling out the review and
outlook for FOCAC.

Second, both sides have committed themselves
to expanding exchanges on governance,
modernisation and poverty reduction so that
modernisation based on ‘the characteristics of
their own civilisations’ is promoted. Further, they
favour ‘mutually beneficial and inclusive
economic globalization’ that focuses on the
concerns of African countries. China supports
Africa in increasing Africa’s influence and role in
global governance. The declaration states: ‘Africa

[

Rajiv Bhatia

Distinguished Fellow
at Gateway House, a
former Indian High
‘Commissioner to
South Africa, Kenya
and Lesotho, and the
author of ‘India-Africa
Relations: Changing
Horizons’ (2022)

With African
governments
finding it more
comfortable to
deal with
China, the
recent FOCAC
conference
needs objective
scrutiny; there
are takeaways
for India

appreciates it that China is the first country to
support the AU in joining the G20.” Besides, the
parties stand for an equal and orderly multipolar
world, and for necessary reform and
strengthening of the United Nations (UN),
including its Security Council.

Third, there is little new in the goal to promote
synergy involving Chinese, African and UN plans
for development as this has been often
articulated in the past. However, China has now
hailed progress in the African Continental Free
Trade Area (AfCFTA) and expressed readiness to
sign a framework agreement for economic
partnership with Africa. On the issue of financing
projects and businesses in Africa, the Chinese
side astutely shifted responsibility by calling on
international financial institutions and
commercial creditors to participate in debt
treatment for African countries.

Fourth, China’s three flagship plans — GDI, GSI,
and GCI - have been firmly embedded into the
purportedly joint strategy to create a common
path to all-round security and development
paradigm. The declaration, for example, voices
China’s support for increased UN funding for
Africa’s independent peace operations,
counterterrorism activities and maritime security
challenges. Further, the document waxes
eloquent in highlighting the need for joint action
for deepening dialogue among cultures and
civilisations.

Fifth, the concluding section points to the
transfer of responsibility of Africa’s FOCAC
co-chair from Senegal to the Republic of the
Congo and confirmation that the tenth
conference will be held in 2027 in Congo.

Beneath the surface, a familiar template
The international media produced numerous
headlines while covering Chinese President Xi
Jinping’s keynote address at the inauguration of
the Beijing Summit, unaware that it sticks to a
familiar template used on such occasions in the
past. He presented the offer of new financing
amounting to nearly $51 billion in soft loans,
grants and investment promotion to African
nations. He identified 10 partnership actions
relating to trade connectivity, green
development, industrial chain cooperation, and
health, as he did in the past. On the surface, his
big announcements such as provision of 60,000
training opportunities for women and youth,
invitation to 1,000 members of African political
parties to visit China, and training for 7,000
military and police personnel from Africa sound
impressive, but opacity will prevail about the
degree of their implementation in the future as it
did in the past. What, however, is noteworthy on
this occasion is China’s decision to give all 33
African least developed countries zero tariff
treatment for 100% tariff lines. When

implemented, it could boost African exports to
China.

Concerning the growing multi-dimensional
cooperation between China and Africa, three
principal perspectives should be factored in.
First, the Chinese view is that a natural
partnership exists between China, the largest
developing country in the world, and Africa, the
continent with the largest number of developing
countries. With its own economic success, China
has shown an alternative path to modernisation
which is different from westernisation. The
Chinese path is highly relevant to Africa,
according to this school.

Second, a sober African view recognises the
benefits and risks of close partnership with
China, but as pointed out by Paul Nantulya of the
Africa Center for Strategic Studies, the
FOCAC-centered process is still largely shaped by
“a donor-recipient dynamic where African
countries mostly take a back seat while China
initiates most of the agenda”.

Third, the prevalent American perception has
been presented by Michael Schuman of the
Atlantic Council who argues that China’s interest
in the developing world is shaped by Xi Jinping’s
anti-Americanism. He is of the opinion that the
aim of Mr. Xi’s strategy is to build a coalition of
states within the Global South to act as ‘a counter
weight’ to the U.S. global alliance. A more
sophisticated viewpoint was articulated by a
European foreign minister visiting India in 2019.
He cautioned against interpreting the Chinese
role in Africa ‘in black and white terms’. It was
doing some good as in the health and education
fields and it was also expanding its power and
influence on the continent, he noted.

The import for India

Finally, what are the takeaways for India from the
latest FOCAC summit? At least three seem fairly
obvious.

First, consistency in cultivation of Africa at the
highest political levels is a must. After holding
three India-Africa Forum Summits, India paused
its Africa-centered conference diplomacy in 2015.
Almost a decade has elapsed since then. Second,
strong historical bonds, ideational contributions
and stirring rhetoric are useful, but they must be
backed by financial generosity. This demands
substantial additional resources for fuelling
India-Africa cooperation. Without them, our
diplomatic and business initiatives would become
handicapped. Third, Africa’s place in the list of
India’s diplomatic priorities must be reviewed. If
the continent enjoys a high priority, the Indian
polity must be enabled and encouraged to act
accordingly.

India’s Africanists have presented a range of
practical policy choices to the government. What
is now needed is stronger political will.

A panoramic view of the 2024 China-Africa summit

2024 HeT-3r5b1epT AW FFATA 1 U fagareT 527

Africa in China’s Worldview and Foreign Policy
et 1 ARaew gfee sl Rger ifer & anfrer

e Africa figures prominently in China’s worldview and in the conduct of its foreign
policy in the 21st century.

b, 214t wél A <ter Y 3R giee 3ikx ager A F o wume W@ B

e Over the past 24 years, the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) has
emerged as an all-encompassing and effective platform for dialogue, interaction, and

planning between the two sides.
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el 24 aut 7, AeT-3rhTT Q9T AT (FOCAC) HaTG, TIAT SeIUHRIA 3R At & forw
Teh ST 3 JHTET 7 o &9 H 39RT &

e African countries, despite their reservations and grievances, have found it useful to
enhance their proximity to China.

3SRThY G2t & 319t Tt AR R & Srasyg, el & AT 9=l folehe ST
39l arT B

¢ Unlike the previous decade, African governments and institutions of multiple hues now
find it increasingly more comfortable to deal with their Chinese counterparts.

oo g2 & T, 3nhrhT T 31T [3fPesT T Hr JEaT0 319 3197 A GHASEN &
a1y [Agesr 7 3119 IRTACI grdr &

e The outcomes of the Ninth Ministerial Conference of FOCAC, which just concluded in
Beijing, merit a dispassionate scrutiny.

FOCAca:méﬁﬁwﬂwma:qW,sﬁmé‘rﬁaﬁﬁmﬁmgm forsger
fAreTor & AT §

o As scholar George Yu noted in 1968, “studying China in Africa is much like pursuing a
dragon in the bush. The dragon is imposing, but the bush is dense.”

farearst STt g =1 1968 # heT T, "3shehl H el T ITELYT HlT SiaTel H Teh JITeT 1 HIST
T ST &1 $976T THTGRTSN &, SifeheT SiaTel Talr §1"

¢ In the latter half of the 20th century, especially in its last decade, China laid the
foundations of a strong partnership with Africa.

209t TE&Y & qEY 3T B A, [AAT & @ SHb Q@Y G2reh H, el o 35hrenT o AL AT
HISERY & g @

e This has blossomed during the FOCAC era, which began with the first summit held in
Beijing in 2000.

FE FOCAC 3T & &RTeT Tashfaict §31T, SiT 2000 & AfSfar # ImfSre uger Foaiere & A
<[® 3T 2|

e Since then, a total of five conferences have taken place in Beijing and one each in
Ethiopia, Egypt, South Africa, and Senegal.

S &, ol 9T FEA difSir & 3R ven-ven s, A, gfavor s ik e &
3TN gU &l

e The Beijing summit last week confirms China’s consistency and steadfastness in
pursuing its goals relating to Africa.

Rrcer g0 T ST TFAE I & 3T & AT 319 T&T T ITod et H Aaar
31N ool hr e Tl &1
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e China’s goals in Africa are economic, political, and strategic in nature, reflecting
Beijing’s long-held view that Africa is vital to the world’s future.

bt & AN & o7 3w, Taifa® 3R WEAfAF Tga F & TSI F de qT@T a
el 3T T¢ G ISCeIT 1 aRid & fob 3rshiepT gfearam & stfasar & foIw Hgeaqul B

e The declaration of the Ninth Ministerial Conference of FOCAC has six sections
outlining:
FOCAC & #td ARFa0T GFaAe T 9IVUIIT H OF @S ¢, ol [ea ol l TISC Hd &
e The high-level ‘China Africa Community with a Shared Future’.
3TT-THIT “HIeT-3ThRT ARfEH AT & T THEY |
e Fostering synergy between China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), AU’s Agenda
2063, and the 2030 UN Agenda for sustainable development.

T $T doc U3 Vs sfafdefea (BRI), AU &1 waisT 2063, 31X 2030 UN TSIET & i Wgater

I FEIdT T |

e The Global Development Initiative (GDI), the Global Security Initiative (GSI), and the
Global Civilization Initiative (GCI).

s fara gger (GDI), IRaw e ggar (GS|) 3R dRaw werar wge (GC) |
e Spelling out the review and outlook for FOCAC.
FOCAC % fore wraftatr 3R giemior st Tose e

e Both sides have committed to expanding exchanges on governance, modernization,
and poverty reduction.

arelT 98T AT, Jmegfaa T, N T S TX TEr-eTe dete & fov gfdeey §

e They favor mutually beneficial and inclusive economic globalization focusing on the
concerns of African countries.

I 3o amHerY 3R FETdRh 3T dediwvor v THIT A §, S 3nhihT et Fr Riar
W i B

e China supports Africa in increasing its influence and role in global governance.
1T 3TSRTeRT AT FHLST Il § dlieh 3HehT ForTa 3T {fAaT AfRaw amwer 7 ¢ @)

o The declaration states: ‘Africa appreciates that China is the first country to support the
AU in joining the G20.’
GIYUITIS H el 3T & 3hTehT Tg EREAT ¢ foh Tlel TgalT G2 & SiT AU T G20 # 2fAe gled
HT GHIT AT &1

e Both sides stand for an equal and orderly multipolar world and necessary reform and
strengthening of the United Nations (UN), including its Security Council.

et T Wt AR sqafeud ag-4dh gfaar & gaTer ¥ 3R HgFd W (UN) & 3Taedsh
U R GGIwTor & vaT A g, Torest saehr geam uftwg o enfier 1
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e China has hailed progress in the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) and
expressed readiness to sign a framework agreement for economic partnership with
Africa.

et o JrhYehY ARTGEI HFT SATIR &1 (AFCFTA) H TaTTcY Sl TGAT hi 3R 315hiehT &
Ty 3 ASIeRY & forw v grar GHsitar asd ae & v deokdr & d |

e On the issue of financing projects and businesses in Africa, China has shifted
responsibility by calling on international financial institutions and commercial
creditors to participate in debt treatment for African countries.

37T # IRANSTAIIT IR AT & ITNoT & Agg W, et o [SFAGRT sgerd §v
FaRTET e gEan3t 3R aiftifoas dagrT & b &2t & oI For gATeTs 7 T
oY T 3TTEdTeT fhaT &
China’s Three Flagship Plans
et Y et ogE AT
e China’s three flagship plans — GDI, GSI, and GCI — have been firmly embedded into

the purportedly joint strategy to create a common path to all-round security and
development paradigm.

et T AT T AT — GDI, GSI, 3R GCl — HYer & § FI&T 3N faehrq o g
A T Tl & [T Teh OEATT H HAGH & FATIR T IS 2

e The declaration, for example, voices China’s support for increased UN funding for
Africa’s independent peace operations, counterterrorism activities, and maritime security
challenges.

ETYOT &, 316307 & o, et o 3nhierr & Tad= aifd iferet, dehdre faxreT sifafaferr,
3R FHAY GRaT YAl o e agea g A T weradr sere w1 qa7de fhar gl

e Further, the document waxes eloquent in highlighting the need for joint action for
deepening dialogue among cultures and civilizations.

ST JClTdT, SEATdST H TERIT AR HITATHT o e HalTe; T ITET e & FoIT AT
fraTarelY 1 MTaRTehdT T YT & A @ifehd fohar I g

FOCAC Co-chair Change

FOCAC Hg-3TtgaT H agaTd

e The transfer of responsibility of Africa’s FOCAC co-chair from Senegal to the Republic
of the Congo was confirmed, with the tenth conference set to be held in 2027 in Congo.

FOCAC & ¥g-37¢T8T FI FOFAeRT 9Tl & FRIT VRIS H TATHTIR FI 378, 3R 2027
# e 3 et do 3N a1 qfe A1 TS|

Chinese President Xi Jinping's Address

et Isgufar oft SafRier &1 gaue
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Chinese President Xi Jinping’s keynote address at the inauguration of the Beijing
Summit stuck to a familiar template, offering nearly $51 billion in financing for Africa.

AT Tegafa eft fasrfier 1 NS REy @A & 3eares # H0T Te aRRIT FR@Er )
3menR 2T, fSEey 3P & faIT 51 3R STAT doh & T HETIAT ST URIHher &Y TS|

He identified 10 partnership actions related to trade connectivity, green
development, industrial chain cooperation, and health.

37giel SATUR Sheifdreider, gRa e, e @er agaeT 3R FareT & @eferd 10
ATEIEY fFATT S ggare $|
Big announcements included 60,000 training opportunities for women and youth,

invitation to 1,000 African political party members, and training for 7,000 military and
police personnel from Africa.

93 UelleT 7 60,000 HEe3iT 3R Farait o ferw wfRIaTor a4, 1,000 3rshrehy Tstelifcre qret
HEEAT T et FT AT, 3R AT & 7,000 V= 3R Gfore iFT & forw giRraTor enfder
|

China’s decision to give all 33 African least developed countries zero tariff treatment
for 100% tariff lines could boost African exports to China.

it &7 0T o 9 33 3T et o1 fass e it & 100% SR orssll 9X o SRw®
3UTR &3, 3H1hT AT 1 T & Sarar & Fehar gl

Three Principal Perspectives on China-Africa Cooperation

ieT-3r5hIRT HEAIT W it Y@ gfveshior

Website: patrioticias.in
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The Chinese view is that a natural partnership exists between China, the largest
developing country, and Africa, the continent with the largest number of developing
countries.

Ao gfSeanton & fof e, SiY gferam i1 Ted a7 faehrasiier ¢er g, 3R 3rhrerr, S faehreefier
SRIT ShT Hel SS1 HEAT ATl AGIGEIT &, & 1 Ueh YT o WISiERT AlSG &

A sober African view recognizes both the benefits and risks of the partnership, with
FOCAC largely shaped by a donor-recipient dynamic.

Teh 78R 3THERT GReahIOT AT & ameT 3R & It b1 Tgaretar g, fords FOCAC
GIAT-JTecehd ] JaY & YHT &9 8 Ye71fad g

The American view, according to Michael Schuman, is that China’s interest in the
developing world is driven by Xi Jinping’s anti-Americanism, aiming to build a
counterweight to the U.S. global alliance.

ATZH YA & AR, IARDT gfSehIvT Ig & foh =lieT hr Taepraeiier St # 2f2r off i
& e} AR straer @ AR 8, ToraaT 3¢aed AR T 3f2ae Toatre & &eh v
AT AT 5
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A more nuanced European view suggests that China’s role in Africa is doing some good
in health and education, but also expanding its power and influence.

Teh AR G U TSI Ig FHATAT & Tob 15hiept # <iey hr offFeht Taeed 3R frem &
&1 H o 3BT X T &, Afehe] ST TTY 61 39T eAfFa X F81ma 7 faedR st = LT 8

Takeaways for India

T & fav ey
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Consistency in cultivating Africa at the highest political levels is necessary, especially
after India paused its Africa-centered conference diplomacy in 2015.

2015 # HIRA & 3NHTehT-hioed HFATIT SHealicl I Aehol & A6, IT AsTelticrah Tl I
3TShIERT o 1Y FATAR TG 31T & |

Strong historical bonds and ideational contributions must be backed by financial
generosity for fuelling India-Africa cooperation.

Fore Ufderfie Hel 3R faRrcAes Aerers i R serar cart wARia & s
IRT IR $TR-3hrehT TgNeT T Fgrar fAer T

Africa’s place in India’s diplomatic priorities must be reviewed, and political will should
be strengthened to act accordingly.

HICT hY SHesiiTcleh TTATHASATHT & 3T5hieht hl FEfer shr FateT &hr STl =g T 3R 58
3T&Y HRETS o [TT TAelfcrh ST T HoICT (haT ST =TT |
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UAE-India ties are rooted in affinity, trust and respect

|GS Paper Il: India-UAE |

uring the visit of Sheikh Khaled, the
l) Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, to Delhi this

week, there was one engagement that
had emblematic significance for him and for the
ties between the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and
India.

Visiting Rajghat, His Highness planted a tree in
memory of Mahatma Gandhi, following the
example of his father, Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed, in 2016, and his grandfather, the founding
president of our country, Sheikh Zayed, in 1992.

The three trees, planted by three generations
of the past, current and future leaders of our
country, within the span of three decades, will
stand side by side, a symbol of the deeply-rooted
and growing ties between our two countries:
embedded in the past but reaching towards the
future. At first glance, our countries appear to be
very different. India is almost 40 times larger
than the UAE in size and is also the most
populous country in the world. There are more
than 1,000 Indian citizens for every Emirati
citizen. Our economies too are founded on
different strengths: agriculture is a key pillar of
India’s economy, for example, but only makes up
less than 1% of the UAE’s GDP. And while we both
emerged as modern nations in the 20th century,
our histories and governance are very different.
Yet, the strongest ties between nations are those
where common interests and values are enriched
by complementary strengths and diversity,
embracing difference rather than seeking to
paper over it.

Deep connections, of people and progress
The secret of the success — and distinctiveness —
of the UAE-India relationship is the way it is
rooted in affinity, trust and respect, derived from
generations of human connections. Just as trees
depend on strong roots to draw the water and

Reem Al Hashimy

the United Arab
Emirates (UAE)
Minister of State for
International
Cooperation and the
UAE Special Envoy to
the Republic of India

Given their long
history of
connections, the
two countries
are determined
to keep growing
and innovating
together

nutrients they need for growth and to hold them
fast in tough times, partnerships between nations
must have these qualities in order to thrive.

Ours has always been a relationship about
people and progress. The first trade links
between the Arabian Gulf and India go back
thousands of years, as people, goods and ideas
crossed back and forth across the ocean. Pottery
discovered in recent archaeological excavations
in Abu Dhabi shows connections to the Indus
Valley civilisations of more than four millennia
ago. In my parents’ time, many Emiratis travelled
to India for medical treatment, and when my
children catch the typical colds and flus of
childhood, I turn to Indian homoeopathic
medicine first, before other remedies.

Strength of the expatriate community
The UAE is home to more than 3.5 million
Indians, the largest expatriate community in our
country. Our success is built on our leaders’
far-sighted commitment to tolerance, inclusion
and the empowerment of women and minorities,
and we are grateful for the contribution Indian
nationals make to the strength and vibrancy of
our economy. The degree of connectivity
between our countries can be seen in the simple
fact that there are more than 1,500 flights
between the UAE and India every single week.
When a relationship is founded on respect and
a sincere inclination towards partnership and
collaboration, there is no limit to what can be
achieved. In February 2022, India became the
first country with which the UAE signed a
Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement. Trade negotiations often take years, if
not decades, and are sometimes abandoned due
to insurmountable differences. We were able to
agree our partnership agreement within six
months, because of the trust and affinity at the

heart of our relationship. In its first year of
operation, our bilateral trade jumped by over
15%. We have signed billions of rupees of
additional investment deals, and plan to go much
further.

Sheikh Khaled recently attended the
inauguration of the Indian Institute of Technology
Delhi Abu Dhabi, which is the first overseas
branch of the prestigious university. We have
exchanged agreements on topics including health
innovation and renewable energy, crucial to our
nations’ and the world’s future. During the Crown
Prince’s visit, further co-operation agreements
will be signed, including on civil nuclear
technology: a domestic success story for the
Emirates, but one rooted in international
co-operation. India’s research into nuclear
desalination to produce clean drinking water —
which has obvious importance for a desert
country such as the UAE — is one example of the
many opportunities which our partnership can
enable advances not just in green energy
production but also in medical technology,
scientific research, agriculture and industry.

Ties that will flourish

Like his grandfather, Sheikh Khaled planted an
amaltas tree, Cassia fistula. His father, Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed, planted the moulsari tree
(Mimusops elengi). Amaltas trees grow fast,
embodying opportunity and renewal, while the
slower-growing moulsari points us to the virtues
of stability and patient trust. As the UAE and
India continue to develop our comprehensive
strategic partnership, these different qualities
symbolise our approach. We can have confidence
in our mutual affinity and respect and our long
history of connection, but also be determined to
keep growing and innovating together, renewing
our partnership and finding new ways to flourish.

UAE-India ties are rooted in affinity, trust and respect
HYFA TS-HRA Y ToheT, feam 3R @A W

reniRa gl

Sheikh Khaled's Visit to Delhi
A @ifag &Y el Im=T

e During the visit of Sheikh Khaled, the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, to Delhi this week,
there was one engagement that had emblematic significance for him and for the ties

between the UAE and India.

$H T g 4T & F13a1 U d@ @iferg i el I & QRTeT veh U arfafafer g,
TSGRt 37 3R UAE Tam AR & Redl & fow gdiercds Hgca 2|

e Visiting Rajghat, His Highness planted a tree in memory of Mahatma Gandhi, following
the example of his father, Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed, in 2016, and his grandfather,

the founding president of our country, Sheikh Zayed, in 1992.
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TSTHTE H 31901 ITAT & ST, 3oTehl I=IdT of HGTCHT el Y T F Ueh U o[-, S8 3oh
ar, & AlgFAg e FE A 2016 H 3R 3eTah GIET, AR 2T & HEATISH Tsgufa A
TG o1 1992 # fohar &)

The three trees, planted by three generations of the past, current and future leaders of
our country, within the span of three decades, will stand side by side, a symbol of the
deeply-rooted and growing ties between our two countries: embedded in the past but
reaching towards the future.

et difeat garT, St gAR &2 & o, addATe 3R #fasT & Aar3it garT die et &
TS 3 ST9MT AT Aed U3, FAN & &20f & ord IR AR dgd Hadl &l Fclieh giel: i 3 &
3menfa § oifenet afasTr &1 3R 95 @ £

Differences Between India and UAE
R 3R UAE & T 3iaX

At first glance, our countries appear to be very different. India is almost 40 times larger
than the UAE in size and is also the most populous country in the world.

Tgell Ao &, §HR &R0 & Tl 3eR Tl 81T &1 8- T ThR UAE J ST 40 I[=AT 7T
€ 3R Ig ST =T qad SAHEAT arer 397 8 B
There are more than 1,000 Indian citizens for every Emirati citizen.

&< Emirati aRIR® & faIT 1,000 ¥ i IR @R £

Our economies are founded on different strengths: agriculture is a key pillar of India’s
economy, for example, but only makes up less than 1% of the UAE’s GDP.

FANT HITIEUTT A= TTehcil TR TR 8: 3GTEXVT & ToIT, i 3R I 3refegaer &1
Teh HAGcaqUT A 8, oAfehel T&§ UAE & GDP &1 1% & 1 A g

While both countries emerged as modern nations in the 20th century, our histories and
governance are very different.

maﬁéﬁﬁwmzoﬁWﬁaﬂgﬁmM%wﬁgmﬁﬁmmmm
Qmﬁmmag?rﬁﬁm%l

Strength of Ties Between UAE and India
UAE 3R 9IR & e waut Y aa

Yet, the strongest ties between nations are those where common interests and values
are enriched by complementary strengths and diversity, embracing difference rather
than seeking to paper over it.

oY o, it & i Tad AT Gaw 3 g § STel A R 3R Hod @ darsval iR
fafareransi @ waey gla 8, St e A TR §, o T 38 fure) &t mifrer s 8

Deep Connections, of People and Progress

At 3R garfe & ey wawr
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The secret of the success — and distinctiveness — of the UAE-India relationship is the
way it is rooted in affinity, trust, and respect, derived from generations of human
connections.

UAE-Rd et $r gherar 3R fafrsedr &1 e 5@ a1a & § & 78 g9, f@eamw, 3k
3eT A AR &, S At & el 317 €Y AT Federered & 3c9e1 g3 &l

Just as trees depend on strong roots to draw the water and nutrients they need for
growth and to hold them fast in tough times, partnerships between nations must have
these qualities in order to thrive.

S U3 A [ & v 3maeaes arelt iR 9ives deal & i 3R foa a7 & 3¢
FSTICAT ¥ Tehs Y@ & [l AT ST3T T 3TeTehell gl &, I &1 21T 3 o wrsiary & off
HhoTcll & T 3 30T It AR T

Ours has always been a relationship about people and progress. The first trade links
between the Arabian Gulf and India go back thousands of years, as people, goods, and
ideas crossed back and forth across the ocean.

EHART TAEY AT AN 3R w9rfar & IR 7 @ 8| 3T WS 3R 9RA & &g ugel SIS
| gTRT AT Tg el & &, ST olidT, TGV 3R TR FETHARR T IR I §T Toh-gFR A 3
|

Pottery discovered in recent archaeological excavations in Abu Dhabi shows
connections to the Indus Valley civilizations of more than four millennia ago.

379 4Tl 7 gTel 1 WehTfedes Gars 7 Aol fAedt it arqu ey aré gear § 9R §9R
| TE o Harer 1 gRiiel E

In my parents’ time, many Emiratis travelled to India for medical treatment, and when
my children catch the typical colds and flus of childhood, I turn to Indian homoeopathic
medicine first, before other remedies.

X ATAT-TAT & AT H, F$ Emiratis ART H RfFAT 3TaR & FTaa &, 3ikIaa N
T 9 Y FAT TG 3R Fe & NET 81 &, A H T8 Tgel 5RAT geanifas gare
&Y ST AT &, 3+ START § Teel|

Strength of the Expatriate Community
ATl HHET Y dAThd
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The UAE is home to more than 3.5 million Indians, the largest expatriate community in
our country.

UAE # 3.5 farfaraer @ arflres el t8d &, S AR 2 # §ed 957 Jarly ey &

Our success is built on our leaders’ far-sighted commitment to tolerance, inclusion and
the empowerment of women and minorities, and we are grateful for the contribution
Indian nationals make to the strength and vibrancy of our economy.

GHART AheIdT gHAR A3 T greit Ifaaeerdr oX 3menmid g, St agerelterdr, gamaere 3R
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A3 3R el FHETAT FT GAFTHRTE, IR §A 37k ArerereT & T TRy €, S
HRAT ARTRET GaRT §ANT 3rcgaeer $r afed 3R fadar 7 TreeeT & | 2

e The degree of connectivity between our countries can be seen in the simple fact that
there are more than 1,500 flights between the UAE and India every single week.

AR ST & & o T FT T 39 d2T T TAC ¢ foh UAE 3R 8 & &g gX aedig
1,500 & 31f® 33 g €1
A Relationship Built on Trust and Partnership

frear 3k ArRiert W 3R ey

¢ When a relationship is founded on respect and a sincere inclination towards
partnership and collaboration, there is no limit to what can be achieved.

I IS T HTET 3R AT TAT WA AT Tt 3ToT W 3 giar &, ar & ured
et Y IS AT T8 g

o In February 2022, India became the first country with which the UAE signed a
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement.

BIadl 2022 H, HRT YT 2T §1 31T, T8 T1 UAE o =419 3Tl arsiery gasitar
(CEPA) fha|

e Trade negotiations often take years, if not decades, and are sometimes abandoned due
to insurmountable differences. We were able to agree on our partnership agreement
within six months, because of the trust and affinity at the heart of our relationship.

SR aTTT 31FER ST, IS Gerehi ek w1gl, oarclt 8, 3R FHef-areft 3raRerd 3iaR & sRoT
Sog B8 AT ST §1 8 B8 Hale & ofia¥ 319 I8ier) GFsia W HgAd &) 91T, 3l
gAN R # feamd 3R WO 1 AgcaquT FUT= 7|

o Inits first year of operation, our bilateral trade jumped by over 15%.
379 TEe Y &, AR gfaTaNy AR & 15% & AU B Jefr g3l

e We have signed billions of rupees in additional investment deals, and plan to go much
further.

&1 3ET $9Y & ARG frder Fasiiarl o gedmeR U &, 3R &7 ST Sg T Sgod B
AISTeAT ST R 2 |

Strengthening Educational and Technological Ties

a3 sle e gaet wr Asrqa FweT

o Sheikh Khaled recently attended the inauguration of the Indian Institute of
Technology Delhi Abu Dhabi, which is the first overseas branch of the prestigious
university.

A @IfdE = gref &1 & AR SRy weurer feeelt arq et 1 se@me fohar, St
wfafsd faeafaearea $r ggelr fageh amar g
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We have exchanged agreements on topics including health innovation and renewable
energy, crucial to our nations’ and the world’s future.

g FATELT AGMER AR AdteoiT Fa1 o1 fawdl . dasia feo §, S gam ga 31k
gferan & a1fasa & fow Ageaqot 8

During the Crown Prince’s visit, further co-operation agreements will be signed,
including on civil nuclear technology: a domestic success story for the Emirates, but
one rooted in international cooperation.

FI3 BT 1 17 & T, 31T ot Feater gHElal U gEaneTR [T S, e At
TATO] Gl ARy 9x ofY QAT 8: I8 UAE T ER TheldT T hglall &, olfchel Ig
ARG T 7 fAfga g

India’s research into nuclear desalination to produce clean drinking water — which
has obvious importance for a desert country such as the UAE — is one example of the
many opportunities which our partnership can enable advances not just in green energy

production but also in medical technology, scientific research, agriculture and
industry.

R T HTAUTA ~GfFera STeratiet H, Alfch Faes IsTel T 3cUTe fohal S Heh — ST
UAE 318 YT 227 & T TUse #gca T@dT & — 8AR ATBIERT o U a1 T 361807
g, ST o Fhael R F1 3eu1ea H dios Rfdear siegifh, damfas seqaume, $/ 3k
3T # ¢ Ty S HETH F11 FehlT B

Ties That Will Flourish
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Like his grandfather, Sheikh Khaled planted an amaltas tree, Cassia fistula. His
father, Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed, planted the moulsari tree (Mimusops elengi).

379 1T Y aRE, AW Wifelg o Ush FIAAAT 93, Cassia fistula omAT| o7k [T, @
AgFag e srag o Alawdt 95 (Mimusops elengi) @I

Amaltas trees grow fast, embodying opportunity and renewal, while the slower-
growing moulsari points us to the virtues of stability and patient trust.

AT U3 Joll ¥ Foa &, 3 3raaT 3R Fdaor &) g2ia &, STafe Hia gt arerr Atawd
g e 3R ot fearw & aquil &1 3R SART AT B

As the UAE and India continue to develop our comprehensive strategic partnership,
these different qualities symbolise our approach.

S UAE 3R 8RR 37061 SaT9 I0Teifare ATgieRY &l faeh i del 1691, & fafdiest aqor
gHAN gfSeanioT &7 Tcler & |

We can have confidence in our mutual affinity and respect and our long history of

connection, but also be determined to keep growing and innovating together, renewing
our partnership and finding new ways to flourish.
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& 379eY 3T F9F 31X 3mex 3R gAR o« sy o 3y @ g &, dfha arr & ag
3 g¢ TehfeUd gIaT TIfe T 7o §H Ueh HTY &6l I¢ 3R AR Y, 39e1 AR i
AANAHIOT Y AR Fol-Fel & AT A Tiot |

Explaining the close contests in swing States

Battleground States have middling urbanisation and college graduate numbers, and a diverse mix of racial and religiously non-affiliated voters

|GS Paper II: Elections |

| DATA POINT |

Srinivasan Ramani

Jasmin Nihalani

n earlier Data Point fo-
A cussed on the importance

of swing States in deciding
the outcome of the 2024 U.S. presi-
dential polls. Here, we explain
why these States are battlegrounds
by looking at the background va-
riables of voters, such as demogra-
phy, religion, geographical type,
and college education.

Urban voters largely favour the
Democrats, while rural voters lar-
gely favour the Republicans. Vo-
ters who identify themselves as re-
ligiously unaffiliated tend to prefer
the Democrats, while Protestants
and evangelical voters prefer the
Republicans. Voters of the Black/
African American community dis-
tinctively favour the Democrats.
College-educated white voters are
largely Democratic voters, while
non-college educated white voters
are overwhelmingly Republican.

When these variables are bro-
ken down State-wise, we find that
States with higher urban popula-
tions (with exceptions) tend to fa-
vour the Democrats, while those
with higher rural populations vote
Republican. Swing States have
middling urbanisation (measured
as an index by 538.com), i.e. they
have a mix of rural, suburban, and
urban voters. That is why they are
competitive with near equal num-
bers of Democratic and Republi-
can voters. They also fall somewh-
ere in the middle when we look at
the share of the population who
are college graduates.

States such as Georgia have a re-
latively higher number of voters
who identify themselves as Chris-
tian, but Georgia has a relatively
higher share of Black voters, which
makes it competitive. States such
as Pennsylvania and Michigan
have a lower share of racial minor-
ity voters, but also a relatively high
share of religiously unaffiliated vo-
ters, and so they are competitive.

Swing States are not typical

The data for the charts were sourced from Pew Research and FiveThirtyEight.com (which also provided the urbanisation index). Swing States include
Pennsylvania (PA), Michigan (MI), Wisconsin (WI), Arizona (AZ), Nevada (NV), Georgia (GA), and North Carolina (NC)

Chart 1: Democratic and
Republican voters in 2020

and 2022 elections (%)
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Chart 2: Urbanisation index is plotted against difference
in vote shares (Dems.” minus Reps.) for States

Chart 3: % of people in States affiliated to Christian
denominations plotted against the difference in vote shares
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Chart 4: The chart plots the share of non-white
population of States against the difference in vote shares
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Chart 5: Share of graduates (or higher degree) in States is
plotted against the difference in vote shares
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Explaining the close contests in swing States

AT T A Fie T cFRT T qIETT

Battleground States have middling urbanisation and college graduate
numbers, and a diverse mix of racial and religiously non-affiliated
voters

erefAr st 7 agdior AR Fiawr FIaE FEAT AEAH g, AR AT
3R affis w0 & A-Hagy Adeasit 1 R[faw Fsor @

Swing States in the 2024 U.S. Presidential Polls
2024 AR Tegafer gara # e ws7

¢ An earlier Data Point focussed on the importance of swing states in deciding the
outcome of the 2024 U.S. presidential polls.

Ueh Ugel o 3T TATSC of a9 T=AT o FAgcd U &l chigd TohaT AT, ST 2024 ARY
Trgaf goara & TROTH F aF FA S|

e These states are battlegrounds because of background variables of voters, such as
demography, religion, geographical type, and college education.

A T AGGTATHT & Jo3]fA aTel TR, SHG STeraifedhy, e, dimfas gwr, 3K Hider e
& SRUT JEHETT Fo1d & |

e Urban voters largely favour the Democrats, while rural voters largely favour the
Republicans.

AE AGGTAT 93 JATer IR SATKEH I THG I ¢, STdTeh ATATIT AAGIAT 93 JATH TN
Rufeasea I gdig F:d |

o Voters who identify themselves as religiously unaffiliated tend to prefer the
Democrats, while Protestants and evangelical voters prefer the Republicans.

d AGIAT il 3791 31TTh! UTAF T & HGGH Al 8, I SAIHSH I THG Hd &, STdieh
e 3R SdAfaTe Aderar Rufeas=a & e ad ¢ |

e Voters of the Black/African American community distinctively favour the Democrats.
S/ ITIRT AR TAGTT & AT TAAY TT & SAKEH T THE F &

e College-educated white voters are largely Demaocratic voters, while non-college
educated white voters are overwhelmingly Republican.

FrAA-RATAIT The AdSIAT 93 JHA W 3HIHCT 81 &, 1P I-Flersr AT Ied The
Aderdr 9 AT 7 Rufeasaa gla 1

e States with higher urban populations (with exceptions) tend to favour the Democrats,
while those with higher rural populations vote Republican.
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a6 o TSeTehT el STTHEAT 318 § (O Idiel & ArY), SAIHEH I THe Ad &, STaih
ST TS ATHIT FTAHEIT dTe) &, I Rufeershed 7 dic FA B |

e Swing States have middling urbanisation (measured as an index by 538.com), i.e.,
they have a mix of rural, suburban, and urban voters.

feqer Tor 7 Frems A diETor 8ia § (S 538.com GaRT Ueh gaehish & ®9 H AT ST §),
Y 57 T=AT F FTHANT, 3T AR agdt AdSTanait &1 fFsor grar g

e Swing states are competitive with near equal numbers of Democratic and Republican
voters.

TEIIT TS SFTHT sRTET HEAT H SAFew 3N Rufeasa Aaerarat & arer gfaeadt g &1

e Swing states also fall somewhere in the middle when we look at the share of the
population who are college graduates.

ge1 U5 ¢ de A & 81d &, 519 &4 Pletsl TATAH HT TTHETT $ BED I 2@ &

e States such as Georgia have a relatively higher number of voters who identify
themselves as Christian, but Georgia has a relatively higher share of Black voters,
which makes it competitive.

ST o1 ot 3 FRfeeraer & §9 7 370960 TgTe Selet aTel HAAGTA3T 2l HEAT 3IETHl
31fRre §, oifehet SATforaT 3 el AaTanait &1 3re7drd off 3rdatrend 31feres §, S s gfaeedt

FATTT &

e States such as Pennsylvania and Michigan have a lower share of racial minority
voters, but also a relatively high share of religiously unaffiliated voters, making them
competitive.

Yafieafaar 3R AR S Tt 7 ST AreadEgs At FT Fear w4 §, ofeha
ol Tl A T T & HHECY HAGTAT3 T 37qarer 8ff 3TdaiTehe 378 ¢, St 3¢
gfaeaef SATar g |
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On ANI’s defamation suit against Wikipedi:

Why has the news agency Asian News International filed a lawsuit against the Wikimedia Foundation? What has the Delhi High Court asked the Foundation

to reveal? Who can make and edit pages on the Wikipedia site? Will Wikipedia be blocked in India?

EXPLAINER

Aroon

The story so far:
he news agency ANI sued
Wikipedia parent Wikimedia
Foundation last month for
defamation, due to a
description of the news agency as a
propagator of government propaganda on
the website. Last week, a Delhi High
Court judge threatened to order the
government to block Wikipedia if the
Foundation didn’t provide details of the
users who made these edits.

‘What does the page on ANI say?
When Wikipedia’s page for the news
agency Asian News International started
reflecting new reporting scrutinising the
firm’s record in 2020, a back-and-forth
edit war ensued among users — seasoned
editors on one side, and largely new
accounts that only edited the ANI page,
according to public logs of changes made
to the entry — for months. The agency,
which largely syndicates video and text
feeds from around the country to news
channels and other outlets (including to
The Hindu), was described as “running [a]
pro India fake news network aimed at
influencing European think tank [sic]
against Pakistan,” a version of the article
then read. Over time, this rough sentence
in the page’s introduction was smoothed
out, annotated, and crystallised into what
it says today: that the agency is “accused
of having served as a propaganda tool for
the incumbent central government,
distributing materials from a vast network
of fake news websites, and misreporting
events on multiple occasions.” ANI found
the description, along with a longer
section detailing these descriptions,
defamatory. They sued the Wikimedia
Foundation, which runs Wikipedia, in the
Delhi High Court earlier this year, seeking
¥2 crore in damages.

In statements to The Hindu, the
Wikimedia Foundation has stood by the
ANI page, saying that the descriptions in
that entry are borne out by reliable
sources (which include The Diplomat, the
EU DisinfoLab, and The Caravan
magazine). Users who have made more
than 300 edits and have an account that is
at least a month old are free to “improve”
the page, the Foundation said.

‘What has the Delhi High Court
ordered in the case so far?

At the second hearing on August 20,
Justice Navin Chawla ordered the
company to serve three of its users with a
summons to appear in the case, and
provide “details” about these users. The
demand appeared to be aimed at
unmasking the individual editors who
made these changes, something that the
Foundation has historically not done
outside the U.S. Even as the non-profit
communicated with ANI's lawyers shortly
before the subsequent hearing on
Thursday, the latter filed a contempt
application. At the Thursday hearing, Mr.
Chawla issued a verbal threat to order the
Indian government to block Wikipedia if it
did not comply. An “authorised
representative” of the non-profit was
directed to be personally present at the
next hearing on October 25.

Does Wikipedia face lawsuits and
censorship threats elsewhere?
Wikipedia has faced bans and lawsuits
from around the world by individuals and
organisations that have been aggrieved by
descriptions of them. In Russia, Wikipedia
editors have been targeted with arrests
and intimidation since the beginning of

Wikipedia and some key numbers

In August this year, India recorded the fifth highest number of Wikipedia users — 78 crore —

ith United States leading the list followed by Japan, Great

Britain and Germany . The “free encyclopedia” includes articles in all but two (Bodo and Dogri) of the 22 languages mentioned in the Eighth Schedule
of the Indian Constitution. Among them, the highest number of articles were in Urdu, at 2 lakh, followed by Tamil, at 1.5 lakh. Zooming out, globally, the
English language had the highest number of articles, closely followed by Cebuano, a regional language spoken in the Phillippines.

By The Hindu Data Team

Chart1: The chart shows the countries with the largest number of Chart 2: The chart lists the 23 languages spoken in India — including
Wikipedia users in August 2024 those in the Eighth Schedule — in which Wikipedia articles are available.
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Chart 3: The chart lists the 320 languages in which Wikipedia articles are available. The bigger the size of the rectangle, the more the articles
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that country's invasion of Ukraine. In
2019, a German court ordered the
Foundation to remove records of an older
version of an article about academic Alex
Waibel; in the U.S., the firm routinely
faces lawsuits, and nearly all cases have
either been withdrawn or found in the
non-profit’s favour, due to the country’s
ironclad protections for web platforms.
The encyclopedia allows nearly anyone
to edit posts, even without being logged
in. However, some posts on contentious
topics are restricted (sometimes for a long
duration) to registered users with a track
record of making contributions that have
been upheld by other users. Norms on
the site are decided by the community,
and may be enforced unevenly, with
articles on less notable subjects suffering
from issues like advertising-like language.

Does Wikipedia content have an
ideological bias?
The current policies followed by
Wikipedia users do not have an explicit
ideological flavour. These include
guidelines such as having a “neutral point
of view,” only including “notable”
information and having reliable sources
decided by the community. However, the
site is often accused of a progressive,
liberal bias, something that a few studies
have also attested to.

Conservative grievances with
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Wikipedia users’ editorial slant have
invariably become part of the discourse
around the ANI-Wikipedia case. Opindia,
aright wing news portal that has covered
the ANT lawsuit closely, has accused
‘Wikipedia editors of propagating liberal
“propaganda” on the site; has previously
revealed the identity of an individual
editor who started and contributed to the
entry on the 2020 Delhi riots; and has
criticised the site’s description of the riots
for allegedly downplaying attacks by
Muslim rioters. The portal’s editor on
Sunday vowed to put out a detailed
“dossier” outlining these allegations.
Wikipedia’s volunteer editors have had a
general prohibition on Oplindia articles
since 2009, with the site being described
by a Wikipedia policy page on reliable
sources by/for editors as “considered
generally unreliable due to its poor
reputation for fact-checking and
accuracy”.

Has Wikipedia faced criticism for
content vandalism in India before?
‘Wikipedia has faced the Union
government’s ire at least once in the past
due to vandalism. The cricketer Arshdeep
Singh'’s page was briefly vandalised last
year, and then-Minister of State for
Electronics and Information Technology
Rajeev Chandrasekhar said the vandali
was inconsistent with the government’s

principles for the Indian internet. The
site’s volunteers had quickly addressed
the vandalism and restricted the page to
experienced editors.

The site also suffers from a weakness
under Indian law — unlike social media
companies, it has no procedure in place
to block access to articles after receiving a
court order. In 2019, the Wikimedia
Foundation termed a prior draft of the IT
Rules, 2021, which enable such blocking
orders, as having “the potential to limit
free expression rights for internet users
across the country”.

Can Wikipedia be blocked?

However, Wikipedia may not be
completely immune from arm-twisting or
blocking. China, for instance, has had the
site blocked for years. While Russia has
not blocked the site, it has arrested
volunteer editors of Russian-language
Wikipedia, and told search engines to
mark the site as a violator of Russian laws.
Since Wikipedia content is licenced under
what is called Creative Commons
Attribution-ShareAlike Licence 4.0, its
pages can be legally mirrored to a “fork”
setup that can edit and censor its content
as per government demands or individual
biases. Ruwiki is an example of such a
fork, which complies with Russian
authorities’ narratives on the
Russia-Ukraine war.
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ANI is described on Wikipedia
as “accused of having served
as a propaganda tool for the
incumbent central
government, distributing
materials from a vast network
of fake news websites, and
misreporting events an
multiple occasions.”

-

At the second hearing on
August 20, Justice Navin
Chawla ordered the company
to serve three of its users with
a summons to appear in the
case, and provide “details”
about these users.

v

In statements to The Hindu,
the Wikimedia Foundation has
stood by the ANI page, saying
that the descriptions in that
entry are bome out by reliable
sources (which include The
Diplomat, the EU DisinfoLab,
and The Caravan magazine).
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On ANI’s defamation suit against Wikipedia
fafedifsar & @ toaas & A & AheA W

Why has the news agency Asian News International filed a lawsuit
against the Wikimedia Foundation? What has the Delhi High Court
asked the Foundation to reveal? Who can make and edit pages on the
Wikipedia site? Will Wikipedia be blocked in India?

AR ol TR g setaieia o RAfFAf wEses & @
qFeA F1 gRR frar 32 Reeh 350 ~mameT & $Esus 4 #1 aam
1 T &7 AR are w Fi7 37 7 3k guilRg = @&ar &2
FT AR A RFENET 1 sae w1 Rar s

ANI Sues Wikimedia Foundation for Defamation
ANI & 39T & fre RafrafifEar wEsue o e arR fear

e The news agency ANI sued Wikipedia parent Wikimedia Foundation last month for
defamation, due to a description of the news agency as a propagator of government
propaganda on the website.

ANI FATIR TodT = RfFdfEar & Re RfFAREar eEsws © o 7= sraam w0
HheHT IR fora, F3iifeh daATSE TR HATIR TSl I TXHRT TR o €9 # e fovar

T AT

e Last week, a Delhi High Court judge threatened to order the government to block
Wikipedia if the Foundation didn’t provide details of the users who made these edits.

ool g0, T Redll 3T FARTAT & ~IrATeder o TRHR i AFFNEAT Fr st w3 o1
3TERT ot Y THPT &, IR B3 o 3T STARTRATAT F TIIOT YT AT fohT Siegiar
HUree fhu |

What does the page on ANI say?

ANI g8 U T FgT 14T 872

o When Wikipedia’s page for ANI started reflecting new reporting scrutinizing the firm's
record in 2020, a back-and-forth edit war ensued among users — seasoned editors on
one side, and largely new accounts that only edited the ANI page, according to public
logs of changes made to the entry — for months.

ST fafardifSam &1 qs5 ANI # 2020 # o & Rl & Sfrer et arell w1g RUIfEaT fid@e o,
oY SUARTRATHT & i<l Teh WG J&H T8 1T — Teh o 3fege7ell HuTeeh &, 3R qa@d
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R AET §9 AT GId & fSiwgiat shdel ANI I56 & &1 HuTeT fohar AT, Frasiieie olad &
HTAR — FLAT T |

e The agency, which largely syndicates video and text feeds from around the country to
news channels and other outlets (including to The Hindu), was described as “running [a]

pro India fake news network aimed at influencing European think tank [sic] against
Pakistan.”

Ig Uoidl, Sl & §9 A &2 ) @ AT 3R Soree hrgd I TATER defell 3R 31
3m3caied (TS & g o enfaer ) &l TadRa el 8, 1“0 To e 8y Wat 1
Acadh TeleY aTelr” & &9 3 afota frar arm o, foaer 3aged urferedia & f@ems g
e & o ganfaa s am)

¢ Over time, this rough sentence in the page’s introduction was smoothed out, annotated,
and crystallised into what it says today: that the agency is “accused of having served as
a propaganda tool for the incumbent central government, distributing materials from a
vast network of fake news websites, and misreporting events on multiple occasions.”

HHY o WY, Y53 & YR H Ig GIELT arerd ohl ERT I, 38§ T fohaqm aram, R 31t
Ig 58 & H GEIST g1 I1T: o Tl “TIATT FEHT WIHR & Tl Teh TR ITHIOT & & H
I el FT IRIT &, S (S WX dqAT15El o f2mel sAcas & Al faafika e g, 3R
S ITTERT TR T34 & ITerd i F RUIE FA 21

¢ ANI found the description, along with a longer section detailing these descriptions,
defamatory.

ANI 57 38 gUT &I, 3R &o7 faavull I foraR & Sdi= atel & @S &I, AIATASAAS I13T|

o They sued the Wikimedia Foundation, which runs Wikipedia, in the Delhi High Court
earlier this year, seeking ¥2 crore in damages.

3ogiel 3 ATl Tgol el 3o ~araread 7 fafrAfar w3see (S fafrdifsar gerar §) «”
HeheHT e fona, Tora# €2 0 o1 F3HTaST A

¢ In statements to The Hindu, the Wikimedia Foundation has stood by the ANI page,
saying that the descriptions in that entry are borne out by reliable sources (which
include The Diplomat, EU DisinfoLab, and The Caravan magazine).

g fRq & 5311 A, TPz w3see =7 ANI s 1 Tl R &, I hed gu foh 38
giafse & S faaRor gr are €, 3 feaweia |t & yanforg § (5= g favaide, Ev
BaseraT, 31k g $Frae gl anfaa €)1

e Users who have made more than 300 edits and have an account that is at least a
month old are free to “improve” the page, the Foundation said.

HI3S2AT o Fgl o I 3TATRAT fotegiel 300 W 8 FUE fhv § iR S @rar s73 O
FH T A WEAT Y, F 55 Y “FURA” & e Taei7 {1
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What has the Delhi High Court ordered in the case so far?
T dF Eodll 3T~ of 57 ATHS 7 F47 3Meer fear &2

e At the second hearing on August 20, Justice Navin Chawla ordered the company to
serve three of its users with a summons to appear in the case, and provide “details”
about these users.

20 379TEA T GEY GeAdTS H, FATIHfet Tt diger o el &l e faar i a araet e
SYARTHATIAT I FHT Fot 31T 37 ITANTHATT F R 7 " Raor” verd |

e The demand appeared to be aimed at unmasking the individual editors who made these
changes, something that the Foundation has historically not done outside the U.S.

g AT ATFAIT HUTGHT Sl IoThId I & 3662 H ol I AN, gl A sgera e, vh
T AT fS 8 P332 o J.UH. & 91T 31 cIeh 161 fehaT g

¢ Even as the non-profit communicated with ANI’s lawyers shortly before the subsequent
hearing on Thursday, the latter filed a contempt application.

TgT e o ST IR-AMehIT FEAT o7 AN| & el § TaR &1 3eTel Fofars ¥ Sl Tgel
T TohaT, oY Segiel TAATTAT HTAGeT G foha|

e Atthe Thursday hearing, Mr. Chawla issued a verbal threat to order the Indian
government to block Wikipedia if it did not comply.

AR T GoAars H, A WgerT o Ueh HT@eh erevehl &1 o 3R TafeheN T 3reqaretet gl e
¢ dl 9 Ra TR &I fAferdifEar wt satew w3 H1 3meer &

¢ An “authorised representative” of the non-profit was directed to be personally present
at the next hearing on October 25.

IR-cmereh T T & " A gfafafar @i 25 sragaw &1 gl arell 3rETell Forars A
fFdITd ¥ T 3UTEUd gl & facer fe=m ara|

Does Wikipedia face lawsuits and censorship threats elsewhere?

F1 AR 1 s Serel W qHeA 3R FafAa iy ew i F1 mar Far ggar @

e Wikipedia has faced bans and lawsuits from around the world by individuals and
organisations that have been aggrieved by descriptions of them.

TR @1 gfem s 3 caferaat iR Hereat @ A 3R e 1 AT FET aST §
fSegier 379a) aR H feU 31w guiat @ 3m8d 81 IE TheH 31|

¢ In Russia, Wikipedia editors have been targeted with arrests and intimidation since
the beginning of that country's invasion of Ukraine.

w0 &, R_fFNEIr dures F AREa 31k awfdral &1 e AT usT e S A 3T r o
el TR JTTSHAUT Y& fHATE|

e [n 2019, a German court ordered the Foundation to remove records of an older version
of an article about academic Alex Waibel;
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2019 #, Ueh STHT STl o BISSUeT I Teh ATETh TAFH I3l o a H Yol HERIOT b
G % RIS T geTal T 3merer fam o,

In the U.S., the firm routinely faces lawsuits, and nearly all cases have either been
withdrawn or found in the non-profit’s favour, due to the country’s ironclad protections
for web platforms.

.09, H, BA H [FIAT & & HHGH I HHAT AT 5l §, A 18797 Gl AT 1 a7
ar arad forar aTT § AT A CIewIAT & ToTT & & HOR FIETUT & HRUT IR-ATHSHRT TEAT &
qﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁg&ﬁ%l

The encyclopedia allows nearly anyone to edit posts, even without being logged in.

=g faeaenter & o979 1S 37T 9Re WUTe T X TohdT &, TGT doh Toh ToaAT 19T ST TohT 87|

However, some posts on contentious topics are restricted (sometimes for a long
duration) to registered users with a track record of making contributions that have been
upheld by other users.

glenifen, o Ramere vl o diee I gefigd suahrasatst & fore gfasfer far s g
(eReT-spafY il 31afer & forw), TSreteht TTETeT Repls 31 SURIThiI3iT GaRT Tiehet foham
AT &

Norms on the site are decided by the community, and may be enforced unevenly, with
articles on less notable subjects suffering from issues like advertising-like language.

HISC T AIGS WHER eaRT iR v Sra €, 31N 37 318#AT &9 @ 1] fonar 511 Feher
¥, O #a 9y vl w o@t & e skl smar Sk gaeand 3 aendr §

Does Wikipedia content have an ideological bias?

Fa7 RfFNRET i el & TR gerardiT 22

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t. me/patrioticlAS

The current policies followed by Wikipedia users do not have an explicit ideological
flavour.

gaaATe # fAfFNf3ar 3TaemRar3it ganT 379=s 718 Afaar 7 Tase e W =87 81
These include guidelines such as having a “neutral point of view,” only including
“notable” information, and having reliable sources decided by the community.

SoTH IMSSATSH ATTAS § o1l foh “TEEYT GO 1@, sharel “IFRAGH” SRR AMTAT
YT, 3R faeasear |t 1 @0 e garT i S|

However, the site is often accused of a progressive, liberal bias, something that a few
studies have also attested to.

gTeliich, S8 HIST WX e Farforelier, fraer qatareliaet &1 3R oferer 8, 58 o
T oF 3 TEY ST R

Conservative grievances with Wikipedia users’ editorial slant have invariably become
part of the discourse around the ANI-Wikipedia case.
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wiearal et faferdfSar Sugerehcait T HuTeshra gyerra & A1 g2 ANI-fafrdifEar
AT & HaTe T RET &1 778 |

e Oplndia, a right-wing news portal that has covered the ANI lawsuit closely, has
accused Wikipedia editors of propagating liberal “propaganda” on the site.

Oplindia, T EfEToTde FATAR WIEer foreal ANI HFEHT 1 il & el fohar g, o

RAfFNfZar gures! o ase 9T et “aar” halel & 3RIT 91T

¢ Oplndia has previously revealed the identity of an individual editor who started and
contributed to the entry on the 2020 Delhi riots.

OplIndia =7 gl 3 SITFAIT TUIGH T UgdTeT 39K &1 AT fadet 2020 feelt &3 o @
ohY QB3I T 3R 3T FerereT fea|

e Oplndia has criticized the site’s description of the riots for allegedly downplaying attacks
by Muslim rioters.

Oplindia & &ait & IR & HIST & qUT T ITATAT hl & FiTeh SHH HITeIe SIS GaRT
EHI I HHAL IATAT IAT &

e The portal's editor on Sunday vowed to put out a detailed “dossier” outlining these
allegations.

TR T AN & TTEeh = o7 IR T TIE F §U Th TaEd “SIAI THIRIT el
T AT o |

o Wikipedia’s volunteer editors have had a general prohibition on Oplndia articles since
2009, with the site being described by a Wikipedia policy page on reliable sources by/for
editors as “considered generally unreliable due to its poor reputation for fact-checking
and accuracy.”

faferdif3ar & wafcos Turget WX 2009 ¥ Opindia o@Y 9 AHY Yfa«er &, 3R arse &
faferdifsar sfa goo o faeaweiar Gidl & &0 & WA 79 § HfaRawsIa At 2w
AT 31T § Fioh ST a2t i A1 3R Téhar & forw @ yfasar g1

¢ Has Wikipedia faced criticism for content vandalism in India before?
Fa1 RAFFNEAT Fr IRT & RN defosw & AT FTATAT FT ATHAT FIAT 98T &2

e Wikipedia has faced the Union government’s ire at least once in the past due to
vandalism.

faferfear =1 g TRHR T TEAT FA A FH U aN FefeH & HRUT HHAT H=A1 937 3|

o The cricketer Arshdeep Singh’s page was briefly vandalised last year, and then-
Minister of State for Electronics and Information Technology Rajeev Chandrasekhar
said the vandalism was inconsistent with the government’s principles for the Indian
internet.

fhahe iy g &1 95T oo AT $o GAT & AT dearss &har i o, 3R 39 g7
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e The site’s volunteers quickly addressed the vandalism and restricted the page to
experienced editors.

AIST & FAARGH! o1 STod] 61 GaTeToH i Ol 1hdT HIN U T HT3rdT HUGHT oo TN
Y fem|

e The site also suffers from a weakness under Indian law — unlike social media
companies, it has no procedure in place to block access to articles after receiving a
court order.

ST T HRAT st & gl 3T Teh HHASIR ohl HTHAT Hisll TSl § — HIRrel HTSAT
hufat & AU, ST I FHIE TG TTod oA & STE; @I Ioh Tgd T selleh et T PIg
wfshar oTEl 8|

¢ In 2019, the Wikimedia Foundation termed a prior draft of the IT Rules, 2021, which

enable such blocking orders, as having “the potential to limit free expression rights for
internet users across the country.”

2019 #, faferefifsar w33 o1 IT A=, 2021 & e qd #HlS &1 SR # geteie
ITARTHAT3T & FfRcafFd Fr Faaaar AfUHRI F HfAT F@ H GH@AT S T A afvia
|

e Can Wikipedia be blocked?
a1 RfFNETT F sate Far s awar g?

¢ However, Wikipedia may not be completely immune from arm-twisting or blocking.
gretifer, fafrdfsar gara a1 seffeher @ QI a<g ¥ a1 76T &1 FeheT|

e China, for instance, has had the site blocked for years.
e, 3STEX0T & oIV, HTell & AIST I sclleh Y bl &

e While Russia has not blocked the site, it has arrested volunteer editors of Russian-
language Wikipedia, and told search engines to mark the site as a violator of Russian
laws.

STt T o TTST Y sclleh oTel 1T §, 391 T 1-3t RfFAiEar & raadas dures! =
RN T §, 3R O So71l ol |15 ! T/ FIeaAl 1 Soeldel el arell & &9 H Fafegd
e T T ¢

e Since Wikipedia content is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike
Licence 4.0, its pages can be legally mirrored to a “fork” setup that can edit and censor
its content as per government demands or individual biases.

Ifer faferdifsar arsh 1 frefea siaew tiRegaa-dRsads asdy 4.0 & dgd oy
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e Ruwiki is an example of such a fork, which complies with Russian authorities’
narratives on the Russia—Ukraine war.

Ty O U B T 36T &, it Tt ITARAT & FF-Ighet Jaor o) e & IHe]w T 8|

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t. me/patrioticlAS




www.patrioticias.in

Contact Number:

9971932488

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

GETTY IMAGES

Understanding ovarian cancer: its causes,
symptoms, and screening methods

This September, during Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, understanding the cancer’s lesser-known facts — from subtle symptoms to genetic and

lifestyle risks — can lead to earlier detection, personalised treatment, and preventive strategies

|GS Paper llI: Science and Technology |

Anup Rawool
Vid Karmarkar

Note: The information in this article is
provided as such and is not intended as
medical advice. If you have any concerns,
please consult your physician.
varian cancer is the most
lethal gynecological
malignancy. It is often called a
“silent killer” because its
symptoms are non-specific and mimic less
serious conditions that lead to late
diagnosis and a poor prognosis. In India,
ovarian cancer ranks among the top three
cancers, contributing to 6.6% of all
'Women'’s cancers.

In 2022, India reported 47,333 new
ovarian cancer cases and 32,978 deaths.
These alarming figures highlight the
gravity of the disease. Understanding
lesser-known aspects of ovarian cancer
can enhance prevention, early detection,
and treatment efforts, offering hope to
patients and healthcare providers.

Unlike other cancers, ovarian cancer
presents vague symptoms such as
bloating, pelvic or abdominal pain, loss of
appetite, feeling full quickly, and an
urgent or frequent need to urinate. Other
signs include indigestion, constipation,
back pain, persistent fatigue, weight loss,
and postmenopausal vaginal bleeding.
These symptoms are often mistaken for
common ailments, leading to late
diagnosis. A 2004 study reported women
with (malignant) ovarian cancer typically
experience these symptoms 20 to 30
times a month, and which are more
severe than those without the disease.
Unfortunately, because of the overlapping
nature of these symptoms with other
common ailments, they can be dismissed
until the cancer has advanced. Healthcare
providers must be vigilant when women

report persistent symptoms.

Cancer subtypes and screening
Ovarian cancer is not a uniform disease. It
has two main subtypes: type I and type I1.
Type I tumours are less common,
typically diagnosed at an early stage, and
have a better prognosis. Type II tumours
are more Common, more aggressive,
usually diagnosed at an advanced stage,
and are responsible for most deaths due
to ovarian cancer.

The survival rate for patients with
ovarian cancer depends on the stage of
detection and access to appropriate
treatment. Researchers reported in
September 2022 that around 20% of
patients with advanced ovarian cancer
who receive optimal surgery and
platinum-based chemotherapy could be
disease-free at 10 years and might be
considered potentially cured.

Unlike breast or cervical cancer, there
are no effective screening tests for ovarian
cancer. The CA125 blood test, often
included in cancer screening packages, is
not recommended for routine screening
in women at average risk due to its limited
specificity. While CA125 is useful to
monitor ovarian cancer after diagnosis, it
is less effective at screening asymptomatic
women as it can lead to false positives and
unnecessary further testing, anxiety, and
potentially over-treatment.

Due to the absence of a reliable
screening tool, awareness of risk factors
and symptoms becomes crucial. Regular
consultations with healthcare providers
and discussions about family history can
lead to earlier detection and better
management of ovarian cancer.

Genes and endometriosis
While it’s possible to develop ovarian
cancer even without a family history of
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breast or ovarian cancer, it’s the most
heritable of all cancers: 65-85% of
hereditary ovarian cancer cases involve
mutations in the BRCA1 or the BRCA2
genes. Women with these mutations have
a significantly higher risk of developing
ovarian cancer — up to 50% for BRCA1
and around 15% for BRCA2. Some other
genes have also been associated with
hereditary ovarian cancer.

Genetic testing allows for personalised
risk management, including tailored
clinical surveillance, chemoprevention,
and prophylactic surgeries, which can
reduce the risk of developing ovarian
cancer in high-risk women.
Endometriosis, a condition where
uterine-like tissue grows outside the
uterus, has been linked to an increased
risk of certain types of ovarian cancer,
particularly endometrioid and clear-cell
cancers. This said, endometriosis-linked
ovarian cancer risk is low and radical
measures, such as a bilateral
salpingo-oophorectomy, to prevent
ovarian cancer alone are rarely justified.

Lifestyle factors

Certain lifestyle factors are linked to
ovarian cancer risk. For example, the use
of talcum powder in the genital area has
long been debated, with mixed evidence
about its potential link to ovarian cancer.
In the past, some talc products contained
asbestos, a known carcinogen, but the
evidence regarding modern, asbestos-free
talc is still inconclusive. Experts including
the American Cancer Society have called
for more research to settle these
questions. Another emerging area of
concern is the use of chemical hair
products. Some studies have shown a
possible link between the prolonged use
of hair dyes and an increased risk of
ovarian cancer.

Additionally, frequent use of hair
straighteners, relaxers or pressing
products that release formaldehyde gas —
a known carcinogen — may elevate the
risk of developing ovarian cancer. Again,
more research is required.

HRT, menopause, and genetic
counselling

Hormone replacement therapy (HRT),
commonly used to alleviate menopausal
symptoms, has been linked to a higher
risk of ovarian cancer even when used for
less than five years. Postmenopausal
women considering HRT should weigh
this risk against the benefits and explore
alternatives with their healthcare
provider to make informed decisions.

For women with a family history of
ovarian or breast cancer, genetic
counselling is a valuable tool. This
process helps identify individuals at risk
for hereditary cancers and provides
tailored guidance on preventive measures
and potential treatments. Through
personalised risk management strategies,
genetic counselling can improve
outcomes and help reduce the likelihood
of developing ovarian cancer.

Ovarian cancer may be elusive, but
knowledge is power. This September,
during Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month,
understanding its lesser-known facts —
from subtle symptoms to genetic and
lifestyle risks — can lead to earlier
detection, personalised treatment, and
preventive strategies. Empower yourself
and others with this knowledge — it can
save lives.

Anup Rawool is a Clinical and Cancer
Geneticist and the founder of Sahaj
Genetics Clinic, Comprehensive Medical
Genetics & Counseling Center. Vid
Karmarkar is the founder and CEO of
Canseva Foundation.
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Understanding ovarian cancer: its causes, symptoms,
and screening methods

fBraafd & FET T GASET: SqF HROT, d&7or 3 S
& dl

This September, during Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month,
understanding the cancer’s lesser-known facts — from subtle
symptoms to genetic and lifestyle risks — can lead to earlier
detection, personalised treatment, and preventive strategies

59 AdR & Braaf¥ & FIT F IR A TRTHAT A F SR, FAT &
FH AT TLA F FHSAT - &A F&10N F AFT e AR Saerereh
STBHAT aF - 9ge ¥ TaT o9, SFfFaerd 3UaR 3R fars wEhfaa
$T AT o ST FFhar 2

Ovarian Cancer: A Silent Killer
ST FT FIT: T Al gART
e Ovarian cancer is the most lethal gynecological malignancy.
3BT HT FA TIH Gl T AT Haehy Ha< g
o ltis often called a “silent killer” because its symptoms are non-specific and mimic less
serious conditions, leading to late diagnosis and poor prognosis.

0 3FE “AlT FIRT FgT ST & FAITH ST I6T0T 3IETSE gl & 31 Ig 7 718R
AT Fr sThel X &, T o & g 3R @e #fasgarmt g gl

¢ InIndia, ovarian cancer ranks among the top three cancers, contributing to 6.6% of all
women’s cancers.

HI &, 33T T R oter wog@ Ha A enfAer &, S @t Afgel e 7 6.6% ArererT

AT |
e In 2022, India reported 47,333 new ovarian cancer cases and 32,978 deaths.
2022 #H, AR H 47,333 7T 3BT HhaR o AT AR 32,978 Al RAIC AT 7|
e These alarming figures highlight the gravity of the disease.

Ig RIdraTsteh 31ehs AT T 37T i 399R FHa &

e Understanding lesser-known aspects of ovarian cancer can enhance prevention, early
detection, and treatment efforts, offering hope to patients and healthcare providers.
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Symptoms of Ovarian Cancer
3BT & HAT & F&TT

Unlike other cancers, ovarian cancer presents vague symptoms such as bloating,
pelvic or abdominal pain, loss of appetite, feeling full quickly, and an urgent or
frequent need to urinate.

31 HERT & TATIC, ST o HE o F&TUT HEISE gl ©, 519 Y et e T sifor
a&, @ A FlY, STeq 9 9 T UeHI, 3R TR-TR AT ATHI oS SATT FHT 37T

Other signs include indigestion, constipation, back pain, persistent fatigue, weight
loss, and postmenopausal vaginal bleeding.

37T T8I0 H FETEY UTIeT, Feol, N5 A &, AR TFTT, Tolel "1, 3T AN & 915
ifeyr A AT AMTAT & |

These symptoms are often mistaken for common ailments, leading to late diagnosis.

SoT T&TUTY ol 3O TTATT STATRAT & T F ITeld GHST ST 8, forgs SRuT T & e
gl &

A 2004 study reported women with malignant ovarian cancer typically experience
these symptoms 20 to 30 times a month, and they are more severe than those without
the disease.

Teh 2004 T eI RO HIAT ¢ b FAaAEd sy F Wi AR 3770~ 9 37 Aafor
T 3TSTd Tl © 20 | 30 IR Ui ATE, 3N Tg TS HART o F&T0l BT Jofalt 7 ifereh 373X
LR

Due to the overlapping nature of these symptoms with other common ailments, they are
often dismissed until the cancer has advanced.

SoT ST&TUTT ST 31 AT IATRAT & HTY 3Nl 8lel & HRUT, Sog 3FAT Ao 3TETST I
fear Srar 8, 59 ae R A faa gt & Sran|
Healthcare providers must be vigilant when women report persistent symptoms.

TATELT QAT TSTAT3 1 I Tad AT AR A AT TR F&Toi Hr RaE e &

Cancer Subtypes and Screening

FHT & 3U9eR IR ShifAT
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Ovarian cancer has two main subtypes: Type | and Type Il

3TSTRIT T h e & JHE 3UTHRT A BIell &: FHR | 3R G 11|

Type | tumours are less common, typically diagnosed at an early stage, and have a
better prognosis.
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Type Il tumours are more common, more aggressive, usually diagnosed at an
advanced stage, and are responsible for most deaths due to ovarian cancer.

YFR || TP 3110 A=Y, 3178 3 8Id &, AN W 3w 90T # e 81 &,
3R 3iETerT AT F @ arelt e Ald F v SR @ €l

The survival rate for patients with ovarian cancer depends on the stage of detection
and access to appropriate treatment.

37T o e} o AT Fr AT T 71 & AgmT & a1 3iR 3 5qu|<<‘-|$-|§u Ly
R Fargl

Researchers reported in September 2022 that around 20% of patients with advanced
ovarian cancer who receive optimal surgery and platinum-based chemotherapy
could be disease-free at 10 years and might be considered potentially cured.

AT 2022 7 MeHaTHT o7 ROIE THaAT 76 TTHT 20% AYSIT & S It 3T F FAC T
dif3a 8 3R wafasr For 3N cafeaer-ameamRe Fedd gree a €, 9 10 ast 7 qeregerd
8 T & 31X 3¢ wenfad T & S AT ST TehaTT B

Screening for Ovarian Cancer

31T & FET AT FhifoAar
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Unlike breast or cervical cancer, there are no effective screening tests for ovarian
cancer.

et 31 9Ty Mar FET F /AT, 3= & FI F T FHiS gardr Shfaer gderor 87
gl

The CA125 blood test, often included in cancer screening packages, is not
recommended for routine screening in women at average risk due to its limited
specificity.

CA125 Tad J&ToT, ST 3R FOT ThifAeT tehalt & enfer giar g, 1 sitwa @ arelr
A3t & fT fAafAeT Shifeler & &9 & 3eqRifad e fohar Sirar & arifeh saehr diffa
fafersear g g1

While CA125 is useful to monitor ovarian cancer after diagnosis, it is less effective at
screening asymptomatic women as it can lead to false positives, unnecessary further
testing, anxiety, and potentially over-treatment.

Safer CA125 fAersT & a1 3731 & $aT i AR sy 7 39l §, I8 Jerorfade
AT AT THIHT F o 7Y § T Ig ToTd GFRIcHAS TRUTH, 37ATIRAH 37TeT i
greToT, fardT, 3R ead §9 & AIf8F IUUR HI HROT §oF Thcll g |

Due to the absence of a reliable screening tool, awareness of risk factors and
symptoms becomes crucial.
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e Regular consultations with healthcare providers and discussions about family history
can lead to earlier detection and better management of ovarian cancer.

TATELY TAT YSTdT3iT & AT fAafAa wrerel 3 siRaiRe sfaer X oo &= @ e &
HER F1 IRFAF fgrer 3R ST Jau=T & FhdT 5|
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